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Container Packing & Securing
What could possibly go wrong?
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01 Case Study : Bad – Formwork Panels

02 Case Study : Worse – Paper 

03 Case Study : Worst – Resistive Load Banks

Best (Worst?) Practice Container Packing:
Case Studies from Bad to Worse…
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Case Study:

Formwork Panels
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Case Study:
Formwork Panels

What Happened What We Found What We Recommended 

• 40’ Import Container of Flooring 
Board

• Not the first container
• Road Transport Operator had 

previous “near miss” incidents 
and was concerned about load 
securing  

• No lashing, dunnage or other 
securing inside

• Interval Stacking
• Resultant uneven weight 

distribution

• Central Stowage to restrict lateral 
movement

• Measures to minimise shift 
against container walls

• Measures to limit shift toward 
container doors and minimise 
forward load collapse.
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Case Study Two:

Paper
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Case Study:

Paper

What Happened What We Found What We Recommended 

• 20’ Import Container from Europe
• Load collapse when opening 

Container 

• Pallets were double stacked with 
no lashing or securing

• Timber bracing not strong 
enough to take the weight of the 
container load

• No strengthening on pallet 
corners

• Additional bracing on pallet 
corners of either timber or 
corflute

• Securing of pallets with 
appropriate SWL lashings

• Use of a timber bulkhead at door 
end
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Case Study Three:

Resistive Load Banks
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Case Study:

Resistive Load Banks

What Happened What We Found What We Recommended 

• Import from China in 2017
• Units had toppled over and 

shifted in transit

• Units were on castors – most of 
which with disengaged brakes

• Only 2 centre units “lashed” with 
5mm fencing wire across upper 
lashing points in centre of 
container 

• Brakes engaged on Castors
• Utilise chocks to hold unit’s 

wheels in position
• Ratchet lashing across all units to 

restrict any movement.  



Container shipping is risky business.  
Bad things happen.



1111

Make some 
micro changes for 

macro benefit. 
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Thank you!


